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COMMONWEALTH OF VIRGINIA

STATE CORPORATION COMMISSION

AT RI CHVOND, DECEMBER 12, 2001

COMMONVEALTH OF VIRG NI A, ex rel .
TERRY L. STROCK, et al. CASE NO. PUE010716
V.

B & J ENTERPRI SES, L.C.

PRELI M NARY ORDER

By letter dated Cctober 26, 2001, B & J Enterprises, L.C
("B&" or "the Conpany"), notified its custoners and the State
Cor poration Comm ssion's ("Conm ssion") D vision of Energy
Regul ati on, respectively, pursuant to the Small Water or Sewer
Public Wility Act § 56-265.13:1, et seq. of the Code of
Virginia of its intent to increase its nonthly sewer rates from
$40.00 to $95.00, effective for service rendered on and after
Decenber 13, 2001

On Novenber 21, 2001, the Conm ssion received a petition
from approxi mately 90 percent of the Conpany's affected
custoners objecting to the proposed rate increase. Separately,
on Novenber 2, 2001, the Comm ssion's Division of Energy
Regul ation received a conpl aint dated Novenber 1, 2001, from
Joan G Modore concerning the Conpany's rate increase. On
Novenber 27, 2001, the Conmm ssion's Ofice of General Counsel
received a letter fromMs. More dated Novenber 21, 2001, wth

attachnents, supplenenting her initial conplaint. In her


http://www.state.va.us/scc/contact.htm#General

Novenber 21, 2001, filing, Ms. More states that B&' s | ast
rate increase was inplenmented in April 2001, and that pursuant
to 8 56-265.13:6 B of the Code of Virginia the Conpany may not
raise its rates again until April 2002.1

NOW THE COW SSI ON, having considered the matter, is of the
opi nion that, pursuant to 8 56-265.13:6 of the Code of Virginia,
B&J's proposed rate increase should be suspended for a period of
60 days; that the Conpany shall respond to the claimthat it may
not inplenent a rate increase at this tinme; and that this matter
shoul d be continued for further order of the Conm ssion.

Accordingly, IT IS ORDERED THAT:

(1) The matter is docketed and assi gned Case
No. PUEO10716.

(2) The increase in the Conpany's rates is hereby
suspended for a period of 60 days, or through February 10, 2002.

(3) Ms. More shall forthwith serve the Conpany with a
copy of her Novenber 21, 2001, letter, with attachnents.

(4) On or before January 9, 2002, B&J and the Comnm ssion
Staff shall file a response to the claimthat the Conpany may
not increase its rates at this tinme due to 8 56-265.13:6 B of
the Code of Virginia. The Conpany and the Staff shall file an
original and fifteen (15) copies of their response with the

Clerk of the State Corporation Conm ssion, c/o Docunent Control

! Section 56-265.13:6 B states: "A small water or sewer utility shall not
i npl ement an increase in the utility's rates or charges nore than once within
any twelve-nonth period. This l[imtation shall not prohibit applications for

increases in rates or charges pursuant to § 56-245." Ms. More's filing
actually states that the Conpany may not increase its rates until "late
April 2001." It is apparent that she intended this to read, "late

April 2002."



Center, P.O Box 2118, Richnond, Virginia 23218, and shall serve
a copy on Ms. More and on the Bl acksburg Country C ub
Honeowner's Association, c/o M. Terry Strock, at the addresses
set forth below, referencing Case No. PUE010716.

(5) This matter shall be continued subject for further

order of the Conm ssion.



